Mak, Nanjing University of Information Science & Technology Sign
Collaboration Agreement

*#r*%Under the MoU, the two institutions will among other activities, collaborate in
the areas of teaching and learning, research and publication, technology transfer, and
resource mobilization in respect of areas of mutual interest.

Makerere University has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Nanjing
University of Information Science and Technology (NUIST) to formalize collaboration.
Under the agreement, the two institutions intend to leverage each other's respective
strengths, experience, technologies, methodologies, and resources to achieve shared
and complementary goals. Areas of cooperation will include; i) Mobilization of
resources in respect of areas of mutual interest, ii) Conducting research, publishing
research findings, and promoting outreach to the relevant state and non-state actors,
iii) Exchanging academic and technical information including transfer of technology
between the two institutions within acceptable institutional structures and policies, iv)
Staff and student exchanges, v) Strengthening networking and identifying partnership
opportunities between the two institutions/parties, and vi) Organizing and participating
in joint academic activities such as seminars, workshops and conferences in respect of
areas of mutual interest. The two institutions are also in negotiations to establish an
African climate school to strengthen research and training in atmospheric science/
meteorology.

On 12t July 2024, representatives from the two institutions met at Makerere University
to sign the MoU and further deliberate on the proposed areas of collaboration. Besides
the other proposed areas of collaboration, the meeting held at the School of Forestry,
Environmental, and Geographical Sciences (SFEGS) discussed the Reverse 2+2
programme proposal, a joint education programme collaboratively designed by both
parties. The programme is implemented in two phases. Phase one covers the first two
years, during which students undertake full-time studies at a foreign institution,
completing prescribed courses (earning transcripts from the foreign institution) and
meeting admission requirements of NUIST. Phase two spans the next two years, with
students studying full-time at NUIST. Upon completing the required courses, practical
activities, and graduation projects offered by NUIST, students will receive a graduation
diploma from NUIST and a bachelor’s degree from both institutions. At Makerere
University, the MoU will be implemented by the School of Forestry, Environmental
and Geographical Sciences, and will be coordinated by Dr Alex Nimusiima, Senior
Lecturer and Coordinator of the Metrology Unit. At NUIST, the programme will be
managed by Dr. Yueyue Yu, Professor of school of Atmospheric Science.

In his remarks presented by the Dean, School of Forestry, Environmental and
Geographical Sciences, Dr Revocatus Twinomuhangi, Makerere University Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe pledged support to ensure successful
implementation of the programme. “The field of atmospheric science/ meteorology,
the main focus of this cooperation, is very important especially for our country Uganda
which depends mainly on rain-fed agriculture and also in this era of climate change



where strengthening this discipline will be important for successful adaptation and
mitigation of climate change,” he noted, emphasizing the importance of partnership in
fostering Makerere’s aspiration of becoming a research-University.

Commenting on the MoU, the Vice President Nanjing University of Information Science
and Technology committed to support the programme with hope that it will serve as
a role model in the educational cooperation between Uganda and China.

About NUIST

Nanjing University of Information Science and Technology (NUIST), founded in 1960
and renamed from Nanjing Institute of Meteorology in 2004, was designated as one
of the national key institutions of higher education in 1978. NUIST is co-constructed by
the Jiangsu Provincial People’s Government, the China Meteorological Administration
(CMA), the State Oceanic Administration (SOA) and the Ministry of Education. In 2017,
NUIST was on the list of China’s “Double First-class” construction universities and
disciplines as well as Jiangsu high level universities. Currently, NUIST has about 35800
full-time students, including 28,300 undergraduate students, 6,200 postgraduate
students and 1,300 international students. There are more than 2,000 full-time faculty
members, with more than 120 high-end scholars including academicians of Chinese, EU,
French, and Russian Academies of Sciences, MOE Special Professors and National
Distinguished Young Scholars.

NUIST has established cooperative relationship with over 100 overseas universities and
colleges from over 30 countries and regions including Yale University, Harvard
University, the University of Reading, the University of Manchester, South East
Technological University, Carlton University, Delft University of Technology,
Macquarie University and Monash University. To date, the WMO Regional Training
Centre Nanjing at NUIST has trained over 4,300 senior meteorological and
hydrological professionals for 158 countries and regions and become the world’s largest
training centre of top quality. Diversified cooperation modes with worldwide first-class
universities is a characteristic of NUIST’s international cooperation, among which to
establish joint research institutes is the most effective one.



