Mak, Oregon State University Sign Cooperation Agreement

Makerere University Vice Chancellor, Prof. Barnabas Nawangwe on 19th
July 2024 endorsed the Memorandum of Understanding between
Makerere University and Oregon State University to collaborate in
different aspects of academics. The MoU signing ceremony was witnessed
by members of staff from the College of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences (CAES) namely; Dr Revocatus Twinomuhangi, Dean, School of
Forestry, Environmental, and Geographical Sciences; Dr Lawrence Orikiriza
Head, Department of Forestry, Biodiversity and Tourism; and Prof. Jim
Ayorekire from the same department. Oregon State University was
represented by Dr lan E. Munanura, an Associate Professor in the
Department of Forest Ecosystems and Society, College of Forestry, and Ms.
Racheal Fahrenbach, Manager International Programs at the College of
Forestry. At Makerere, the MoU will be implemented by the Department
of Forestry, Biodiversity and Tourism under the leadership of Prof. Jim
Ayorekire. At Oregon State University, it will be implemented by the
College of Forestry.

Under the MoU, the two institutions have agree to mutually promote the
following programmes, based on their respective academic and
educational needs; i) Exchange of scholars and faculty staff, ii) Exchange of
undergraduate and graduate students for research and study, iii) Exchange
of academic information and materials, iv) Joint research activities and
publications, v) Participation in conferences and academic meetings vi)
Joint running of short-term academic program:s, vii) Resource mobilization
in respect of areas of mutual interest, and any other areas which may
promote their mutual interests.

During the ceremony, the Vice Chancellor noted that programmes agreed
on in the MoU were in line with the University’s Strategic Plan, and would
greatly advance Makerere’s aspiration to become a research-led University.
“As we move towards becoming a research-led University, we aim to
contribute to the realization of Agenda 2063 which seeks to have Africa
produce at least one million PhDs as one of the measures to eradicate
poverty from the continent. Partnerships like this will help us achieve our
target, by building our supervision capacity,” he explained, pledging
support towards the implementation of the MoU.



Dr lan Munanura on behalf of Oregon State University expressed gratitude
to work with Makerere, noting that the partnership would strengthen
research capacity of the two institutions and support the mentorship of the
next generation of scientists to deal with the challenges facing humanity
including climate change and unemployment.

About the Department of Forestry, Biodiversity and Tourism at Makerere

The Department of Forestry, Biodiversity, and Tourism under the School
of Forestry, Environmental, and Geographical Sciences at the College of
Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, Makerere University offers
programmes namely; Bachelor of Science in Conservation Forestry and
Products Technology; Bachelor of Social and Entrepreneurial Forestry; and
Master of Science in Agroforestry. Specific courses offered under those
programmes include; Agroforestry Systems, Practices And Technologies;
Drylands Agroforestry; Advanced Community Forestry; Gender Issues In
Forestry; Advanced Biodiversity Conservation; Ecophysiology and
Agronomy; Forestry For Rural Development; Natural Resource
Management; Tropical Forest Ecology And Management; Forestry Business
Management; Entrepreneurship In Forestry; Forestry And Food Security;
Indigenous Knowledge in Resource Management; Biomass Energy
Production and Conservation; Land Use Planning and Watershed
Management; Forest Planning and Development; Forest Ecosystems and
Livelihoods; and Forest Planning and Development. The Department also
conducts a wide range of research in the fields highlighted above. The
training offered exposes graduates from the department to a wide range
of employment opportunities.

About the College of Forestry, Oregon State University

The Oregon State University College of Forestry is an internationally
recognized leader that is transforming education, research and policy for
managing and sustaining working forest ecosystems in the 21st century. The
College offers a world-class education that provides a wide variety of
opportunities following graduation. Academic excellence is the hallmark of
the College of Forestry programs at Oregon State University. Ranked as
one of the premier forestry schools in the world, students find a variety of
programs that offer broad education, rigorous depth and professional
focus. The College is known for its collaborative research approach to
advance knowledge and bring solutions to issues facing forest landscapes



and ecosystems. It takes pride in creating new and innovative approaches
to help partners enhance people's lives while improving the health of lands,
businesses and vital ecosystems.



