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About/Introductory statement I am an Associate Professor – conducting research, outreach  
and teaching broadly in the area of Crop Protection spanning the fields of Nematology, 
Entomology and Plant Pathology. I also contribute to other courses in the Department of 
Agricultural Production, such as Scholarly writing and Biosafety of Agricultural 
Biotechnology 
 

Qualifications 
 

• PhD in Applied Biological Sciences, Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium) 2002 
• MSc in Crop Science, Makerere University, 1996. 
• BSc Agric. (Hons), Makerere University, 1994  

 
Biography I am a citizen of Uganda (born on 2nd November 1970 at Kaberai (Butebo sub-county, 

Butebo District), Married to Anne, and between us we have 5 children: 2 sons (born Feb 
1999 and 2013) and three daughters (born July 2000, June 2004 and December 2005).  As a 
Plant Nematologist at a national/public university, I have the mandate to conduct research 
and extension activities on all crops grown in Uganda. My research interest is broadly in the 
area of crop protection, spanning the fields of Nematology, Entomology, and Plant 
Pathology, comprising systematics, ecology, biodiversity and evolution, and the 



development of control strategies. My emphasis is a multidisciplinary approach maintaining 
an active collaboration in the areas of entomology, plant pathology, and soil/plant 
nutrition – pest/pathogen interactions.  My current research interests are: 
1. Biodiversity of nematodes and their role in ecosystem function, and nematode 

diagnostics. I am actively involved in nematode surveys and inventories in different 
crops in Uganda. This will allow me to make significant contributions toward biological 
conservation and restoration efforts. 

2. Insect pathology and the use of entomopathogenic nematodes as biological control 
agents. The overall objective of this research interest is to develop entomopathogens as 
effective biocontrol agents against major agricultural pests and to develop a basic 
understanding of the ecology and behavior of insect parasitic nematodes. 

3. Development of sustainable insect management strategies.  I am actively involved in 
research on banana nematode management using organic amendments such as 
chicken and green manure; development of biological control of nematodes in 
vegetables using Pasteuria penetrans and Pochonia chlamydosporia; screening for 
resistance to pests in sweet potato and dry beans; and evaluating the possibility of using 
RNAi technology in engineering resistance to nematodes in bananas  

4. Nematode – soil nutrient interactions 
 
My other professional interests include Research and Development of Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) concepts, including competency development and training; 
Monitoring, Evaluation, and Impact Assessment of Research and Development Investments 
in Agriculture, and Change Management and Personal Mastery – as a soft skills tool to 
enhance teaching, research and consultancy.  I strive to improve my competence in these 
areas. I am also a Process Facilitation consultant in learning, strategy development, team 
building  and large group meetings  
 

Other Activities Member, Technical committee meeting on Agriculture, Forestry and Biotechnology 
(Uganda National Bureau of Standards/TC 221) 
 
Member, National Variety Release Committee (2016 – Present) Department of Crop 
Protection, Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries 
 
Member, National Variety Protection Committee (2016 – Present) Department of Crop 
Inspection and Certification, Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries 



 
Biological efficacy evaluator of Agrochemicals (2006 – present): Registered by the 
Department of Crop Protection, Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries 
 
Agricultural Risk Management Capacity Development Trainer (Uganda) - Platform for 
Agricultural Risk Management/International Fund for Agricultural Development  (IFAD)/New 
Partnership for Africa Development (NEPAD) 
 

Teaching • Entomology 
• Plant Nematology 
• Biosafety of Agricultural Biotechnology 
• Scholarly writing 

Research • Innovating on-farm agronomic practices and postharvest technologies to increase 
finger millet [Eleusine corocana (l.) Gaertn.] Production and productivity for a climate 
resilient food production in Uganda. Makerere University Research Innovation Fund/ 
Government of Uganda. July 2020 – June 2021. UgX 157,428,450. 

• These worms are snaring the potato – DRAWING UP STRATEGIES TO TACKLE POTATO CYST 
NEMATODES IN UGANDA. National Agricultural Research Organization Competitive 
Grant Scheme/ Government of Uganda. July 2022 – June 2025. Ref. CCGS/6/00/21. 

• Nematology Education in Sub-Sahara Africa (NEMEDUSSA). Partnership Agreement No. 
618814 Erasmus+ Programme Capacity-Building projects in the field of Higher Education 
(E+CBHE) European Commission. 2021 (January) – 2023 (December) 

• Potatoes under threat; Need for surveillance of the Potato Cyst Nematodes, a deadly 
pest of potato. Makerere University Research Innovation Fund/ Government of Uganda. 
July 2020 – June 2021. 

• Improved Resilience Through Sustainable Production of Grafted Tomatoes in Uganda 
(Project – IRESO) NWO – WOTRO Science for Global Development in the Science for 
Global Development Food & Business Applied Research Fund (ARF) through 
SOLIDARIDAD Eastern & Central Africa Expertise Centre (S.E.C.A.E.C)  

• Healthy seedling systems for safer, more productive vegetables in East Africa Austrian 
Development Agency (ADA). 2015 – 2017 

• Building Research and Training capacities to develop innovations in ecological 
intensification of cereal – based cropping systems for improving productivity, food 
security and resilience to climate change in Uganda. Swedish International 



Development Agency (Sida) Swedish Research Training Partnership Program for new 
research collaboration agreement with Uganda 2015 – 2020. SEK8,000,000 

• Improving Mungbean (Vigna radiata) productivity for nutritional diversification, income 
and food security in Uganda. RUFORUM Graduate Research Grants 2010 – 2016. 
$130,000  

• Understanding Pratylenchus goodeyi variability for improving banana nematode 
management in east African highlands IFAR 2010 Fellowship $10,000  

• “Pathogenicity and species shifts in plant parasitic nematodes affecting banana 
production in the East African Highlands: what is the influence of climate change?” 
Global System for Analysis, Research and Training (START) 2009 – 2010. $15000  

• Diversity of Entomopathogenic nematodes and their potential for the control of insect 
pests in Uganda. Carnegie Foundation/School of Graduate studies Makerere University 
2006 – 2010. $25,000  

• Potential of organic amendments in the management of nematodes on bananas. 
NORAD/SIDA/Faculty of Agriculture small research grants scheme 2004 – 2005. $3,000  

• Nematodes as production constraints in cereal based cropping systems in eastern 
Uganda. International Foundation of Science (IFS) grant C3504-1, 2003 – 2005. $12,000  

 
Community based work Managing Director, Africa Great Lakes Agribusiness and Farm Management  Consulting 

Limited [AGAFAM Consult] - Agricultural inputs trading and technical Services,  Agribusiness 
Advisory services, Agronomy and IPM Training and Advisory services 
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